Stephania is represented by one species (Stephania abyssinica) and two infraspecific taxa in this region. A key to the infraspecific taxa, the complete synonymy and the formal descriptions are given. Taxon accounts are supplemented with geographical distribution records, notes on the ecology and known traditional uses. The two varieties of S. abyssinica can easily be distinguished as the stems and leaves of S. abyssinica var. abyssinica are glabrous while those of S. abyssinica var. tomentella are pubescent. The correct author citation of the varietal name (var. tomentella) is also provided.
Introduction
The Menispermaceae, commonly known as the Moonseed family, consists of approximately 70 genera and 450 species distributed mainly throughout the tropics (Wang et al., 2007; Meng et al., 2012) . It is divided into five tribes (Kessler, 1993) , with Stephania Lour. the only genus in the subtribe Stephaniinae Diels, tribe Menispermeae (Diels, 1910; Kessler, 1993; Meng et al., 2012) . The Menispermeae differs from the other tribes in having non-ruminate endosperm, while Stephania is easily distinguished from other genera by having distinctly peltate leaves, a single carpel and minute bracts (Kessler, 1993; Leistner, 2000 Leistner, , 2005 .
Stephania is a large genus of 30-60 species distributed in tropical and subtropical Asia, parts of Africa and Oceania (Meng et al., 2012) . Its members are slender climbers with peltate and membranous leaves. The flowers are arranged in umbelliform cymes, which arise from axils or from old leafless stems (Semwal et al., 2010) . Stephania was named after Christian Stephan (1757-1814), a director of the Forestry Institute at Petersburg and a professor in botany and chemistry in Moscow (Pooley, 1998) . Species of Stephania are rich in alkaloids, flavonoids, lignans, steroids, terpenoids and coumarins and are widely used in folk medicine to treat asthma, tuberculosis, dysentery and malaria (Semwal et al., 2010) . Two species occur in the Flora Zambesiaca region and only one, Stephania abyssinica, in southern Africa (Klopper et al., 2006) .
Although the southern African Menispermaceae was revised in an unpublished thesis by Botha (1975) , there is no recent published information on the taxonomy of Stephania in southern Africa. The aim of this short paper is to revise the genus in southern Africa. A key to the infraspecific taxa is included, as well as a complete synonymy and formal descriptions. Taxon accounts are supplemented with geographical distribution records, notes on the ecology and known traditional uses. The correct author citation of the varietal name (var. tomentella) is also provided.
Materials and methods
Morphological data were gathered during field trips and from herbarium specimens. Specimens from the following herbaria were studied: BLFU, BM, BOL, BR, COI, GRA, K, LISC, LMU, NH, NBG, PRE, PRU, S, SRGH and ZULU (acronyms according to Holmgren et al., 1990) . Distribution records and habitat information were obtained from herbarium specimens and observations made during field trips. Information on traditional and medicinal uses was gathered from herbarium labels and an extensive literature survey by De Wet and Van Wyk (2008 Inflorescence an umbelliform cyme or sometimes condensed to a disciform capitulum, often cauliflorus. Flowers unisexual, small and inconspicuous, dioecous. Male flowers with 6-8 sepals, in two whorls; 3-4 petals; stamens 2-6, arranged in a dish-shaped stalked synandrium, with the anthers forming a horizontal ring round the margin; thecae transversely dehiscent. Female flowers with 1-8 sepals; 2-4 petals; staminodes absent; carpel 1, style small, stigma slightly lobed or divided into 3-6 branches. Fruit a drupe; exocarp smooth, glabrous or hairy; endocarp bony, subovate and compressed or reniform, truncate at base, with 2-4 longitudinal rows of turbercles or ±projecting prickles, or transverse ridges; condyle obovate, somewhat concave on either side with its septum often perforate. Seed horseshoe-shaped; endosperm not ruminate; embryo curved; cotyledons appressed.
Diagnostic characters
Stephania can be distinguished from other genera of the Menispermaceae in southern Africa by its peltate leaves with the petiole inserted about 15 mm from the basal leaf margin, a condyle [an intrusion of the endocarp into the seed cavity (Wefferling et al., 2013) ], which is obovate and a smooth unperforated septum with a conspicuous dorsal ridge. The single carpels and minute bracts, which do not enlarge in the fruit, are also of diagnostic value. Twining liane, woody at base, stem covered with thin bark, prominent longitudinal ridges, branchlets glabrous. Leaves alternate, peltate; petiole up to 170 mm, glabrous, geniculate pulvinus, thickened at petiolar attachment; lamina ovate to broadly ovate, rarely suborbicular, 50-200 × 40-170 mm; apex obtuse or subacute; base rounded; venation palmate, 5-veined, veins more visible on abaxial side; margin entire; slightly lighter green colour on abaxial side; texture membranous or papery; glabrous. Male inflorescence 30-110 mm long; false compound umbels, axillary, solitary or clustered 2-4 together, 3-10 rays ending in umbel-like cymes, 15-40 mm long, glabrous; involucre of 3-5 caducous bracts, bracts linear or broad linear, 0.6-3 mm long. Male flowers sessile or pedicels up to 1.3 mm long; sepals 6(8), free, obovate to subobovate, 0.9-2.5 mm × 0.5-1.2 mm, purplish, base often violet; petals 3(4), broad oval to semi-circular, 0.3-1.2 × 0.6-1.2 mm, one main vein, which sometimes divide and terminate in a V-shape; synandrium 4-7-locular, 0.6-0.8 mm in diameter, 0.4-1.1 mm long. Female inflorescence similar to the male inflorescence. Female flower sessile or with pedicel; sepals 2-4, mostly 3, free, ovate or obovate, 1.2-2 × 0.5-1.5 mm, one undivided vein; petals 3, sometimes 2, free, ovate to obovate, 0.6-1.1 × 0.6-1.0 mm, main vein divided and terminate in 2 or 3 branches; carpel 1, glabrous, short style, 3 extended stigmas. Fruit a drupe; subspherical-flattened, 0.5-8 mm in diameter, glabrous, brightly orange when ripe; endocarp bony, horseshoe-shaped; condyle obovate, septum smooth, unperforated, dorsal ridge conspicuous. Seed up to 8 mm long, endosperm not ruminate, embryo curved, cotyledons appressed ( Figs. 1 and 2 ).
Distribution and habitat
S. abyssinica var. abyssinica occurs throughout tropical Africa (Klopper et al., 2006) , Zimbabwe and Mozambique and the Limpopo, Mpumalanga and KwaZulu-Natal provinces of South Africa (Fig. 3) . It is absent from Namibia and Botswana (Germishuizen and Meyer, 2003) . S. abyssinica var. abyssinica grows in full sunlight and relative high humidity on the ground or over shrubs, mostly on the edges of forests and disturbed areas adjacent to roads.
Etymology and common names
The specific epithet, abyssinica, means Ethiopian (Glen, 2004) . A literature search did not reveal any common names for this plant in English or Afrikaans, but as it is often use as a charm to find lost articles or to discover secrets (Pooley, 1998) , it was decided by the authors to name it the "tale-telling" plant or "verklikker plant" (Afrikaans). It is known as "umbombo," "umthambana," "umthambane" and "umthombo" in Zulu (Doke and Vilakazi, 1972; Hutchings et al., 1996) .
Traditional uses
A root decoction of S. abyssinica and Momordica foetida Schumach. is drunk by the Zulu people as a blood purifier to cure boils (Watt and Breyer-Brandwijk, 1962) . It is also used as a charm to find lost items and to discover secrets (Pooley, 1998) . The southern Sotho use it as a magic medicine to prevent a person from being struck by lightning which was sent by an enemy (De Wet and Van Wyk, 2008) .
Description as for the species but with branchlets, petioles, abaxial sides of the leaves, the inflorescence and part of the sepals densely pubescent to tomentose (Fig. 2B, E, F, G, K) .
3.4.1. Distribution and habitat S. abyssinica var. tomentella is also distributed throughout tropical Africa (Klopper et al., 2006) , Zimbabwe and Mozambique and the Mpumalanga, Free State, KwaZulu-Natal and Eastern Cape provinces of South Africa as well as Swaziland and Lesotho (Fig. 3) . It does not occur in Namibia and Botswana (Germishuizen and Meyer, 2003) . The two varieties have a sympatric distribution and the same habitat preferences. They also co-occur in several localities (Fig. 3) .
Etymology and common names
The varietal epithet, tomentella means densely short-haired (Glen, 2004 ) and refers to the plant being pubescent. It is commonly known as the "hairy tale-telling" plant or "harige verklikker plant" (Afrikaans) and is known by the same Zulu names as the typical variety.
Traditional uses
In addition to having the same medicinal and traditional uses as S. abyssinica var. abyssinica (refer to Section 3.3.3.), the roots of S. abyssinica var. tomentella are reported to be used in enemas for children, while unspecified parts are sprinkled as protective charms (Gerstner, 1941; Doke and Vilakazi, 1972; Hutchings et al., 1996) .
Nomenclatural note
S. abyssinica var. tomentella Oliv. has been erroneously cited as S. abyssinica var. tomentella (Oliv.) Diels in Engler, Pflanzenr. 46: 270 (1910) in various publications for many years, with S. hernandifolia (Willd.) Walp. var. tomentella Oliv. in Trans. Linn. Soc. London 2, 2: 328 (1887) given as the basionym (Burtt Davy, 1926; Botha, 1975; Troupin and Gonçalves, 1973; Germishuizen et al., 2006) . When the publication of Oliver (Oliver, 1887 ) is consulted, it becomes clear that he did indeed publish the correct name combination S. abyssinica var. tomentella for the first time and not S. hernandifolia var. tomentella, as erroneously ascribed to him by Diels (1910) . The author citation for the varietal epithet should therefore be corrected as given above. (Kew) for help with the nomenclature. Funding was provided by the University of Zululand.
